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VICTORIA, BC – Victoria residents, cycle enthusiasts, and non-cyclists young and old are invited to attend 
Sunday’s #BIKETORIA events on Cook Street at Dallas Road and at the Victoria Conference Centre to kick off a 
one month conversation about the proposed 30 km network of new bike lanes for all ages and abilities in Victoria.  
 
From 10 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on Sunday the public is welcome and encouraged to bring their bike and try the pop-up 
protected bike lane at Cook Street and Dallas Road. Then later that day the #BIKETORIA Summit runs from 2:30 
p.m. – 5 p.m. at the Victoria Conference Centre and is open to everyone to participate.  
 
International planning and cycling experts, Gil Penalosa, Founder and Chair of 8 80 Cities, and Mia Birk, CEO of 
Alta Planning + Design, will be speaking at the #BIKETORIA Summit along with Victoria Mayor Lisa Helps. 
Penalosa and Birk are part of an international team of cycling experts who are working to design a world-class 
bike network for Victoria. The team also includes local engineering and planning firm Urban Systems, as well as 
leading international cycling firm Gehl Architects.  
 
Over the past eight years, Gil has worked in over 180 different cities across six continents. As former 
Commissioner of Parks, Sport and Recreation for the City of Bogotá, Colombia, Gil was an integral part of the 
city’s much celebrated transformation of public space and sustainable mobility during the late 1990s.  
 
Mia has spent her entire career creating active communities. She is the author of Joyride: Pedaling Toward a 
Healthier Planet, which tells the behind-the-scenes story of how a group of determined visionaries transformed 
Portland into a cycling mecca and inspired the nation.  
 
At the #BIKETORIA Summit, Penalosa and Birk will speak about the future of biking in Victoria and share their 
insights into how the city can capitalize on its moderate climate, beautiful surroundings, and flat terrain to become 
a cycling paradise. 
 
The new bike network for all ages and abilities recommended for Victoria, positions the Capital City as a world 
leader in cycling infrastructure. The team of internationally renowned cycling experts has analyzed the City’s 
existing infrastructure and policies, to recommend a network that will be within 400 metres of every school and 
almost half of every resident by the end of 2018. The recommended network is now widely available for public 
feedback and involvement. 
 
MEDIA OPPORTUNITY: 
 
In anticipation of Sunday’s events, media are invited to speak with Gil Penalosa, Founder and Chair of 8 80 Cities 
about the upcoming #BIKETORIA Summit and other upcoming public engagement opportunities.  
  

By email or phone – Thursday October 29th or Friday October 30th  
Reporters wishing to speak with Gil can contact him directly: 
By email: gpenalosa@880cities.org   
By phone: 416 -399-2550 
 

mailto:gpenalosa@880cities.org


In person – Sunday November 1st  
10:30 a.m. at the Cook Street and Dallas Road #BIKETORIA Outdoor Engagement Lab, and; 
2:30 p.m. and 3 p.m. at the #BIKETORIA Summit at the Victoria Conference Centre 
 

Media and the public are also welcome to attend and participate in the #BIKETORIA Engagement Labs taking 
place on Monday, November 2:  
 

Library Engagement Lab:  
At the Central Library (735 Broughton Street)  
Noon to 3 p.m. 
 
On-Street Engagement Lab:  
At Wharf and Humboldt Streets.  
4 p.m. to 7 p.m.  
 

For those that are not able to attend any of these events, an on-line survey is available at: 
http://fluidsurveys.com/surveys/city-of-victoria/biketoria/  
 
To participate and learn more about Victoria’s cycling network please visit www.victoria.ca/cycling 
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For More Information: 
Ryan Shotton 
Citizen Engagement and Strategic Planning      
250.208.2864      
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